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Sūrah 84: al-Inshiqāq 
 

Period of Revelation 
 
This too is one of the earliest Sūrahs to be revealed at Makkah. The internal evidence of its subject matter 
indicates that persecution of the Muslims had not yet started; however, the message of the Qur’ān was being 
openly repudiated at Makkah and the people were refusing to acknowledge that Resurrection would ever take 
place when they would have to appear before their God to render an account of their deeds. 
 
Theme and Subject Matter 
 
Its theme is the Resurrection and Hereafter. In the first five verses not only have the state of Resurrection 
been described vividly but an argument of its being true and certain also have been given. It has been stated 
that the heavens on that Day will split asunder, the earth will be spread out plain and smooth, and it will 
throw out whatever lies inside it of the dead bodies of men and evidences of their deeds so as to become 
completely empty from within. The argument given for it is that such will be the Command of their Lord for 
the heavens and the earth; since both are His creation and cannot dare disobey His Command. For them the 
only right and proper course is that they should obey the Command of their Lord. 
 
Then, in v. 6-19 it has been said that whether man is conscious of this fact or not, he in any case is moving 
willy nilly to the destination when he will appear and stand before his Lord. At that time all human beings 
will divide into two parts: first those whose records will be given in their right hands: they will be forgiven 
without any severe reckoning; second those whose records will be given them behind their back. They will 
wish that they should die somehow, but they will not die; instead they will be cast into Hell. They will meet 
with this fate because in the world they remained lost in the misunderstanding that they would never have to 
appear before God to render an account of their deeds, whereas their Lord was watching whatever they were 
doing, and there was no reason why they should escape the accountability for their deeds. Their moving 
gradually from the life of the world to the meting out of rewards and punishments in the Hereafter was as 
certain as the appearance of twilight after sunset, the coming of the night after the day, the returning of men 
and animals to their respective abodes at night, and the growing of the crescent into full moon. 
 
In conclusion, the disbelievers who repudiate the Qur’ān instead of bowing down to God when they hear it, 
have been forewarned of a grievous punishment and the good news of limitless rewards has been given to 
the believers and the righteous. 
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Sūrah 84: al-Inshiqāq1758 
 

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, 
the Most Merciful 

 
1. When the sky has split [open] 
 
2. And has listened [i.e., responded]1759 to 

its Lord and was obligated [to do so] 
 
3. And when the earth has been ex-

tended1760 
 
4. And has cast out that within it1761 and 

relinquished [it] 
 
5. And has listened [i.e., responded] to its 

Lord and was obligated [to do so] - 
 
6. O mankind, indeed you are laboring 

toward your Lord with [great] exer-
tion1762 and will meet it.1763 

 
7. Then as for he who is given his record 

in his right hand, 
 
8. He will be judged with an easy account 
 
9. And return to his people in happiness. 
 
10. But as for he who is given his record 

behind his back, 
 
11. He will cry out for destruction 
 

                                                 
1758 Al-Inshiqāq: The Splitting. 
1759 It will have heard God’s command and will 
have inclined immediately to compliance and 
willing obedience. 
1760 i.e., stretched flat and spread out. 
1761 Of the dead and all else buried therein. 
1762 i.e., striving throughout your life until you 
meet your Lord, hastening toward death. 
1763 i.e., you will find all that you intended and 
accomplished awaiting you in the Hereafter. 
Another meaning is “And will meet Him [i.e., 
your Lord]” and be recompensed in full by Him. 

12. And [enter to] burn in a Blaze. 
 
13. Indeed, he had [once] been among his 

people in happiness; 
 
14. Indeed, he had thought he would never 

return [to God]. 
 
15. But yes! Indeed, his Lord was ever, of 

him, Seeing. 
 
16. So I swear by the twilight glow 
 
17. And [by] the night and what it envelops 
 
18. And [by] the moon when it becomes 

full 
 
19. [That] you will surely embark upon [i.e., 

experience] state after state.1764 
 
20. So what is [the matter] with them [that] 

they do not believe, 
 
21. And when the Qur’ān is recited to 

them, they do not prostrate [to God]? 
 
22. But those who have disbelieved deny, 
 
23. And God is most knowing of what 

they keep within themselves. 
 
24. So give them tidings of a painful pu-

nishment, 
 
25. Except for those who believe and do 

righteous deeds. For them is a reward 
uninterrupted. 

                                                 
1764 i.e., various stages, both in this life and the 
Hereafter. 


